








Strengthen
Reading
Proficiency

The percentage of
third-grade
students proficient in
Reading on the Ohio
State Test (OST) will
increase from 34.5%

in school year
2022-2023 to 44.5%
in June of 2028.

Strengthen
Mathematics
Proficiency

The percentage of
seventh-grade
students proficient in
Mathematics on the
Ohio State Test (OST)
will increase from
14.7% in school year
2022-2023 to 23.45%

in June of 2028.

Closing
Opportunity
Gaps

The percentage of
4-year graduation
cohort students who
complete state and
district graduation
requirements will
increase from 78.2%
in August of 2023
to 83.2% in August
of 2028.
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f COLUMBUS Inspiring reading,
METROPOLITAN sharing resources and

LIBRARY connecting people.

¥ STORYTIME ¢
. ADVENTURES!

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at CML Main Library
96 S. Grant Ave, Columbus, OH 43215
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Family Frie
Choose Your
Adventures at

How to make

‘Hi, my name i
name?’ That’s
(Ask families to

“Making friends
introducing you

you?’ That sho

FRIENDSHIP AND KINDNESS

I can be a good friend
+ Sharing

* Helping

» Teamwork

» Getting along

+ Good Listener

+ Communicate my needs

[ can make a friend
« Saying Hello

« Friends are dlike and different

+ Staying in contact with friends

1 can be kind
» Kind Words
« [ con say sorry
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“Let’s practice a
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#TogetherWeRead!

OFFICE OF LITERACY

for Dolly Pa
lL be delive
are yours

Essential Components

of Reading
Family Activity Guide
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#TogetherWeReadCCS

Overvie:

Infant to PreK Resources

Early Childhood Resources (PreK-2nd
Grade)

Elementu., "~enurces (3rd-="", srade)

Middle & High School Resources

Columbus Metropolitan Library Resources

Literacy Pro for K-8 Students

Summer Literacy Resources

Literacy Family Activity Guide

News

Dyslexia Law Resources

Home OurDistrict News' Students & Families

Staff Departments Board of Education  Issue 11 Levy

Home > Students & Families > #TogetherWeReadCCS > Overview

Research shows that students who read at home daily for at least 20 minutes can increase language development, improve

comprehension and critical thinking, develop global empathy, and strengthen family relationships.

Columbus City Schools is committed to empowering students to discover their love of reading and improving literacy skills
across all grades. Thanks to support from a number of community partnerships, the District is giving PreK - 12 students books
and novels to build at-home libraries and create even more access to tools for success in the classroom and their futures.
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#TogetherWeReadCCS

Overview
Infe . o PreK Resources

Early Childhood Resources (PreK-2nd
Grade)

Ei. mentary Resources (3rd-5th Grac
Middle & High School Resources
Columbus Metropolitan Library Resources
Literacy Pro for K-8 Students

Summer Literacy Resources

Literacy Family Activity Guide

News

Dyslexia Law Resources

Home OurDistrict News Students & Families  Staff Departments Board of Education  Issue 11 Levy

Home > Students & Families > #TogetherWeReadCCS > Early Childhood Resources (PreK-2nd Grade),

Did you know that early literacy development is an essential building block to your child’s future language, reading, and writing
development and learning?

As students begin learning in a more structured learning environment, you'll watch them grow more confident with their
communication skills, understanding of written language, and basic reading.

During this stage, it's important to nurture their curiosity and independence, as well as allow them to explore texts, including
short stories, newspapers, comics, and age-appropriate books.

Pre-K = Kindergarten = 1st = 2nd

racy Ga
Pre-K, K, 1st, 2nd

Pre-K, K, 1st, 2nd

] ‘:f'.' 5
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Free Kindergarten Readiness Program
for Columbus City School Families
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2Z Waterford | MENTOR

Family Empowerment

We believe the best educational outcomes occur when teachers,

students, and parents align in a healthy partnership. 8y
By

creating structures that foster this partnership, parents can
confidently drive their child’s education with guidance and

Waterford Mentor provides program updates, messages, and resources to keep
parents empowered, involved, and equipped to support their child.

support from educators.




mentor.waterford.org

SIGN UP FOR A NEW WATERFORD MENTOR ACCOUNT

@ Visit the Waterford Mentor login page
@ Click Sign up at the bottom left of the login window.

© Enter a valid email and a new account password, then click Submit.
Waterford will then send you a confirmation link through email to confirm your identity.

@ Click on the confirmation link to create your account.

Sign n

Signin

to continue 1o .. Apple-or Gmail account

[lml:‘:’c-«
|

Forgot email?

Welcome

Enter your password

[0 show passwod

To continue, Google will sharg your name, emal address, e Lkomie Agreement
lenguoge preference, and profile picture with waterford org
Before using this app, you con review waterfoed crg's
privacy polay and terma of service

Creste sccoum “

[ e
-

To cermeun, Google will share your aame, smal a8dtees,
Rrguege preference. and profile picture with wanerford ong
Before using ths apn. you Con revew wineford ong's

pevacy palicy 3nd 4ems of carvice

ebee woe bprevent




Resources & Activities

progress, assignments, and successes

What Do Parents Get?

At-a-glance student overviews keep parents up to date on

@  Bookstoread with your child

) Activities to do with your child

Monthly calendars with family fun things to do
‘ away from the computer

' youtube.com/user/waterfordinst

AFIRMAR : su fupo

——
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Usage Recommendations at home

* 15 mins daily
* 5days a week

Op-:10

o

[=]

SCAN ME

Your child will have the foundational skills to be successful in Pre-K and
throughout their academic learning

A _
<A \Waterford.org




Three IMPORTANT Tips
to support your child and

their teacher

-

»
" a
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Pre-k Curriculum
Resource Links

Find helpful tools to support your Pre-K child’s learning

PreK On My Way

www.scholastic.com/prekonmywayfamily

Password: Scout
Pre-K songs, stories, and activities in English and Spanish

Waterford

mentor.waterford.org_
Waterford Reading Academy

Second Step

www.secondstep.org_
Activation key: SSPE FAMI LY68

Social-emotional learning curriculum

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGOB
JsiVE/wMHM2fgrbDGJEsvDCri6bQ/edit

Heggerty

Youtube video library
Language sounds and play activities

CCS Pre-K Readiness
www.ccsoh.us/Page/12052

Tips for getting for Pre-K
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Every word you
say builds your

child’s brain

Research shows that children do better
in school when their parents talk and
interact with them from birth. Make the
most of your time together by using
the 3Ts.

Tune In: Be in the moment.

Talk More: Use a wide variety of words.
Take Turns: Engage your child in
conversation.

When you use all 3Ts at once, you
build the strongest possible brain for
your child.

For more tips and tools, sign up for the
free app at the3Ts.org!

COLUMBUS
CITY SCHOOLS

Can be found at: the3ts.org



http://the3ts.org

Can be found


http://the3ts.org

Playtime

During your next playtime,
you could talk about the:

« tall tower

* noisy truck

* sleeping dolly
» silly song

COLUMBUS
¥ CITY SCHOOLS




Mealtime

During your next mealtime,
you could talk about the:

* crunchy apple

« orange crackers

« 2 cookies

* leafy broccoli




Pay attention to what
your child is focused on,
then talk about it to have
a conversation!

isthe story
aking place?

doyou
know?

CI01 6 Angier Rongen Angelo Denver




Conscious
© Discipline’

AB c,s for parents

of little ones...

AWARENESS

Be aware of your own inner state. Is your heart rate elevated? Are you feeling
tense/frustrated, etc.? Children can FEEL our upset, so the next step is
BREATHE DEEPLY and bring yourself back to the present moment.

BREATHE

Take deep belly breaths. Inhale through your nose for at least 5 seconds, and
exhale through your mouth for at least 10 seconds. Do this at least 3 times.

CLOSENESS

They want to be close to you because you are their Safe Place™. Co-regulation
and connection/bonding happen when they are close to you. Take deep breaths
with them in moments of closeness.

COLUMBUS
CITY SCHOOLS
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Pre-K Family
in collaborati
ECE. Thes
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help Pre-K
meaningfu
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by WOSU
Schools

l Pre-K
tivities to
ncepts in a

Discover how math is all around us!
The more you explore together, the more
your child’s confidence and skills will grow!

Before each session, your child will bring home a
kit filled with materials and a Zoom link to keep
and use during the Zoom Session with WOSU
Classroom.

COLUMBUS
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\OLOR, CREATE
EXPLORE!

SATURDAY, JANVARY o

10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. at

The Columbus Museum of Art
480 E. Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43215

NeXxt

Next Pre

Color,
Explor:

Your little one will become a creator, artist, and

inventor all in one day! Dive into exciting STEAM

(Science, Tech, Engineering, Art, Math) activities
made just for PreK learners.

Event Deta

Saturday, .
10:00am-1
Columbus
480 E. Broat

. . Scan to
*Free Admission to CMA leam morel

+Pre-K Art Activities
*Book Giveaways
«Family Art Projects

wwwocsoh.uslPogoIllsss ’ ;/

| E%'L%‘i“.?fﬁ CCS PRE-K
* Pre-K Art Activi P
- Book Giveaway: Bl O FAM”'Y ENQA&EMEN l

« Play and build :

OLUMBUS
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CELEBRATE THE SEASON AS WE LAUNCH THE

HUNTINGTON HOLIDAY TRAIN!

Join us for festive family fun with activities, crafts, hot chocolate
and live reindeer outsidel Enjoy music from Columbus Rings,

nces from Columbus Modern Dance Company, plus the
officlal launch of the Huntington Holiday Train - with a little help
from a spacial guest.

All activities are free and so is parking “ ‘

4 nMain Library’s garage! “ y 4

0006000

RY \p bl
. P
OPEN HOUSE MaI L

N
S T OO0 -
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https://www.columbuslibrary.org/huntington-holiday-train/




Talk with your
child

CBM Department of
‘ 2" Children & Youth

¥ TIPS FOR

PRESCHOOL
READING
' SKILLS

Read with your Play with your
child child

Read with fun voices, talk Play together and try

about the pictures, and ask different roles. Use new
questions. Point out letters words and act out what they
and new words, mean.

COLUMBUS
CITY SCHOO




CONVERSATION TIPS

¢ Ask questions about the characters after
reading a book together.

* Play games like "I Spy” that use
descriptions.

* When you're in the car or on a walk, talk
about what you see and ask your child
questions.

e Talk about books when you're out

together. This connects books to real life.

» Talk about other places you see words,
like road signs, stores, and packages.

CONTACTS

OTHER READING ACTIVITIES

e Sing songs and play rhyming games.
* Ask your child to help write a grocery list.

* Read recipes out loud while cooking
together.

* Go to storytime at the local library.
* Write and mail a letter to someone special.

¢ Match words that start with the same

letter. <
| /)
* Sign up for free books | |
through Dolly Parton’s \ /

Imagination Library of Ohio. "

COLUMBU
CITY SCHOOL



ML Sca\ ; CHOOSE YOUR

Welcome, Adventurers!

Y Toke a Bookmark
~ ¥ | GolSPY book table. |\ e o bookmark. Let
) Pick a Letter. Can you your creativity shine!
name 3 things that --
start with that Letter?

Grab a snack Pick up a Mirror My
and talk to CCS Sounds Set and

Board Members practice saying

in the Auditorium. |letters. Can you make

a Stop by the Math
Table and pick up a

kit. How high
~a coLumpus | moth kit How hig
) CITY SCHOOLS can you count?

Choose Your
cavenger H

Get a library - Practicing Beginning
card for your sounns fl Sounds is fun! Can you
child and check =
out a book.

et ready to exp
re invited to em
dventure scav g v Pick o new Journal and

. encourage your PreK
I th student to write or
ong fe wel, ¥ draw inside!

m Check out the trains and make up o stery.
Rl

Post your fun pictures using #CCS_ECE_FamilyFun



Take a moment to
and tell us what y:
event. Your feedbia
and as a thank yo

win a prize! §§ -

Scan the QR co
bit.Iv/PreKNO\ér

to complete the s

Survevy

SCAN TO ENTER FOR A PRIZE

We need to hear
from YOU!
Let us know what

you enjoyed at



http://bit.ly/PreKNov2025
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